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EXCELLENT MATJESTIE 


CHARLES; 
By the Grace of God, King of 
England, Scotland, France, and 
Ireland, &c. 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


3 lencies, 


F | lencies , that You pleaſe as Chriſt in the Goſpel, to 
S - vans. come down from the Mount, for the more 
' | free acceſſe of Your people; and know, with Moſes , 


fo put the vail of Goodneſſe over the ſhinings 
of Majeſtie, ſo that the meaneſt of Your ſubjects 
may be refreſht with the light of Yogr countenance 
wotwithſtanding the luſtre , and draw livelihood 
from the ſplendour, threugh the ſerenitie, find- 
ing the medium of their happinefſe as Well as the 
object to be, under God, in Jour Self. It is ot to be 
expefted at this preſent, that the irradiations of this 
light ſhould be ſo vigorous in a cloudy Region : we 
now ſee to our grief what a miſery it is to have the 
Royall influence intercepted as of late it hath been, 
and ſtill 1s, by thoſe diſaſtrous ob fryPon j Which 
at firſt had onely the appearance of Elia's cloud, like 
144. the handot a man, but are ſince grown to that 
waſtneſſe, as they threaten to the whole Kingdeme 

ſuch rune as our [mes call for : Net in the midſt of 

theſe ſad diſtraFtions, it is Your Majeſties comfort, 

that as their occaſions are frem below, ſo their diſpo- 

fall is from above , both for the exerciſe. of Jour 
Princely clemency and patience , and for the 

triall of the ſincereſt loyaltic of Nour ſubjefts 

yea, and religious hearts, through all theſe clouds, 

can diſcern, and-do with thankfulneſſe acknowledpe - 

n\ | ; - the 


; the:ſaying of Soloygon to-be moſt true, In the light nmcece! 


of the. Kings countenance there is life : the 
life of the whole State, thatiit may happily riſe to 
the-former glory, Wherem it folong-flowiſhed © the 
life of the Church, that it may recover out of this 
ſad languiſhing condition into which it is brought : 


© thelife of the Univerſities, that they may fruit- 


fully ſpread forth their numerous branches to all - 


p parts of the Land : Laſtly, the life of this ſmall in- 


conſiderable Tra&tate in as many degrees, as Na- 
ture hath beſtowed it upon man, in that Your Ma- 
jeſtie vouchſafed, firit to require a copie in writing, 


- thentocommand it to the Preſſe, then to afford it 


Your Patronage , ' whileſt it preſenteth to the world 


© ſome little portion of that great happineſſe, which this 


eighteen years we have enjoyed, under your bleſſed. 
government. I wiſh the Argument had had a bet- 


' ter Workman, but What is defective in the Sermon, 


ſhall be ſupplied by my prayers , That the happi- 


© neſſc hereafter ſpoken of , howſoever it be now 


eclipsd , may again ſhine forth in full frength, 
through Your Majeſties great prudence z whoſe Roy- 
all beams as they are powerfull for the foſtering of 


piety, Jo I hope they ſhall be powerfull alſo for the 
diſpelling of all fog gie vapours , that may hazard 


'* either to prejudice the Welfare of Your people, or 


[@ 


to pervert their allegianct. Which as it bath 
been hitherto untainted , to the envie of other 
Nations and honour of our own : - So, that it 
may be alwayes inviolably preſerved , u« the daily 
prayer of 


Your MajesTIEzsS 
humbleft ſubje&t 
and ſervant, 


Ri. Holdſworth. 


(1) 
A Prayer. 


PAX Lord hear our prayer, and let our cry 
Teo come untothee, We are here met toge- 
//4 ther to call upon thy holy name, and to 

va be madepartakers of thy holy word, re- 
vealed in Jeſus Chrift. In whoſe name we are bold 
to begin theſe our weak prayers, and ſupplications. 
In our own names weare unworthy,by reaſonof our 
ſins, that are ſo in-bred in our natures, ſo ſtrengthe- 
ned by impenitency, and ſo mulriplied by cuſtome; 
that as we dare not conceal them from thee, ſo now 
when we would confeſſe them, we are not able to 
number them. O Lord if thou ſhouldeſt plead with 
us, there is nothing that we can ſay for our ſelves, 
but that which would make more againſt us ; we are 
a (infull Generation, and even now when in thy 
Courts where we ſhould bring holy affetions, we 
are above meaſure finfull. Our originall is wholly 
ſinfull, and our lives have anſwered, and exceeded 
our Ooriginall : and befides that we are born in finne, 
weconfeſle we have ſo lived, O Lord, as if we had 
been born tono other end, but to finne againſt thee, 
and to grieve thy holy ſpirit. Our firſt miſery is, 
that ſinne hath conceived us; our ſecond, that we 
have conceived it, and brought it forth, and made it 
our daily work, and fulfilled it with greedincie, 

Our whole lives are nothing elſe but a courſe of finz 

we have run through fins of all ſorts, fins of Igno- 

rance and of knowledge,finnes of infirmitie, and of 
wilfulneſlc, finnes of a hard heart,and of a ſtiffneck; 
we 


(2) 
we have committed them after a moſt preſumptuous 
manner, and continued in them afrer an impeniteat 
manner; againſt heaven,2nd again{t earth,and before 
thee; therefore againſt them becauſe againſt thee; A- 


 eainſt thy righteous Jaw which pointeth out unto us 


a better way of piety 3 againſt chy manifold mercies 
which ſhould be pledges, and engagements of betr- 
ter obcdience ; againſt the glory of thy name, the 
motions of thy ſpirit, the couenant of grace, the 
promiſes of ſalvation ; the hope of heaven, the light 
and peace of our own conſciences ; againſt our ma- 
ny ſolemne vows and proteſtations of reformation. 
That now if thou ſhouldeſt enter into judgement 
with us, and call us toa ſtrit account for all, or any 
of thele; inthe leaſt of them thy ſeverity might find 
ſufficient cauſe to depriveus of thy mercies, to 0- 
verwhelme us with thy judgements, to leave us to 
our {clves in this life,and after this life to give us our 
portion wich hypocrites in that lake which burn- 
etch with fire and brimſtone, where is nothing but 
weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth. 

But we know that thou art a mercifull God, that 
thou mayeſt be called upon in a time accepted, and 
thy mercie is a ſweet, and a ſafe SanRuary it isthy 
{elf as well as thy juſtice .: therefore in the confi- 
dence of thy mercy we are imboldened to appeal 
from thee, to thee ; from the barr of thy juſtice, to 
the bowels of thy tender compaſſions: beſeeching 
thee that thou wilt be pleaſed not to look upon us 
as we are in our ſelves, but to behold us inthe face 
and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, In our ſelves weare 
vile, and unlovely : but inthe beholding of him a- 

lone 
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(3) 


lone there is aboundant to make us amiable in thine 
eyes. Aboundant in the purity of his incarnation 3 
aboundant in his death , and paſſion ; aboundant in 
his victorious reſurreRion,and aſcention. Through 
theſe we intreat thee to look upon us; through the 
veil of our nature whichhe took, through the merits 
of that precions bloud which he ſhed, through the 
ſweet odor of the ſatisfaction of obedience which he 
performed , through the attonement which he pur- 
chaſed, the reconciliation which he wrought, and 
the interceſſion which he makes at thy right hand. 
And having thus looked upon him, look upon us, 8 
give us grace to look upon our ſelves, ro examine 
our own wayes,to try,and to ſearch our own hearts, 
to leave no fin unrepented of ; open our eyes that we 
may ſec them , open our hearts that we may mourn 
for them, ſtrengthen our endeavours to ſtrive againſt 
them. Make us truely to conſider with our ſelves, 
and to underſtand what we have done, what ad- 
venturous courſes we have taken, how holy a name 
it is we have profaned, how righteous a law that we 
have broken, how happy a ſtate that we have loſt, 
how bleſſed a recovery that we have negleted, how 
good a ſpirit that we have grieved, how righteous a 
father that we have provoked. And by theſe conſi- 
derations, weary us, and ſhame us out of our fins in- 
to the true trade of piety,and love of thy holy name, 
that loving thee we may ſeek thee, and ſeeking thee 
find thee,and in finding thee hold thee, and in hold- 
ing thee, we may apply our ſelves to walk in thoſe 
wayes that are approvable in thy fight. 
For the time paſt of our lives it may ſuffice: for ir 
FY 15 


(4) 
isenough , O Lord, it isenough, and too too 
much that we have ſpent the prime of our years, 


and the firſt fruits of our time in the vanities of this 


worle, and the luſts of the fleſh hitherto : O give us 
orice {o to order our ſteps, that we may conſecrate 
whatſoever of our future age remains wholly unto 
thy ſervice hereafter : that we growing on forward 
from grace to grace, from virtue to virtue,from one 
degrez of rightcouſneſſe to another,in the end of our 
dayes, we may enjoy likewiſe the end of our hopes, 
the ſalvation of our ſinfull ſouls in Jeſus Chriſt, 

In whoſe name we are bold tocontinue theſe our 

weak prayers unto thee, not onely for our ſelves, 
but for the eſtate of thy holy Catholick Church 
whereſoever diſperſed overthe face of the whole 
earth: that thine eyes may be alwayes open towards 
thine inheritance, to enlarge her borders, to water 
her growth, to gather her diſperſions together, to 
make up her breaches, to fulfill her moneths of tra- 
yell, to eſtabliſh her ſtation, that howſoever the 
winds blow, and the rain fall, and the flouds lift up 
their voice, the houſe which is buile upon thy ſelf 
may ſtand, and the gates of hell may not prevail a- 
gainſt it. 

In this univerſalitie, we humbly beſeech thee to 
pour down thy bleſſings upon that part of thy fold 
in this land : O let the light of thy countenance ſtill 
ſhine upon us, in the pardoning our many backſlid- 
ings, in the continuing our peace and plenty and all 
other benefits we do enjoy by thy Goſpel , that as 
thou haſt fixed more eminent tokens of thy love a- 
mong us, then among other nations, ſo thou would- 

ct 


5) 
eſt give us grace alſo to bring forth fruit propottio- 
nable to ſo plentifull means, even worthy amend- 
ment of life , that chou mayeſt continue to be unto 
us, a good, and a gracious God, and we may conti- 
nueto be alſo unto thee a choſen Generation, a roy- 
all prieſthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, 
eventhine own pleaſant plant. | 

Bleſſe all eſtates, and conditions herein from the 

higheſt to the loweſt z and more particularly we in- 
ereat thee for our gracious ſovercign Lord, the 
King's Majeſty,Chatles by thy grace King of Great 
Britain, France,and Ircland, Defender of the true 
ancient Catholick and Apoſtolick faith,and over all 
perſons, and in all Cauſes, as well Eccleſfiaſticall as 
Temporali, within theſe his Majeſties Realms, and 
Dominions, . next and immediately under Chriſt, 
ſupream Lord 8 Governourz Bleſs him in his Roy- 
all Perſon, eſtabliſh his Throne in Righteouſneſſe 
unto himlelf, ſet him as a ſcal uponthy heart, and as 
aſignet upon thine arme, that as thou haſt made him 
unto us , precious as the light of our eyes, ſo let him 
be tender unto thee, as the apple of thine , rhat he 
may provean incomparable inſtrument of thy glo- 
ry here, and a veſlel of glory hereafter. 

Bleſſe him,as in his Royall Perſon ſo,in the com- 
fort of his beloved Conſort, the fruitfull Vine, the 
moſt excellent Lady our Gracious Queen Mary ; 
and inthe hopefull growth of his Royall Poſterity, 
the precious Pledges of thy love unto this Land, the. 
Noble Prince Charles, the Dake of York, andthe 
Lady Mary, And in the happy reeſtabliſhment of 
thoſe other illuſtrious Branches, of the ſame Royall 


*"Y Stock 


| (6) 

Stock beyond the ſeas, the moſt renouned Lady, 
the Lady Elizabeth, and her Princely Iflue. For the 
better cff-cting whereof be pleaſed to be affiſtant to 
all their allies and confederates , to proſper their 
deſignes, to fight their battels, to go in, and out 
before theirarmies,to crown thy ſervants with new 
victories, that yet at length thy poor diſtreſſed peo- 
ple may returne with joy to their ancient habitati- 
ons, that peace may be planted upon earth for the 
further propagating of thy Goſpel, the advance- 
mentof thy truth, and the conſummation of thy 
Kingdome. : 

Be pleaſed likewiſeto be gracious to ali the peo- 
ple of this land, from the Cedar of-Lebanon to the 
Hyſop upon the wall : let thy ſeverall graces diftill 
down upon their heads for the diſcharge of thoſe 
particular places wherin thou haſt ſet them: The 
ſpirit of knowledge and piety upon the head of 
Aaron, the Prelacy of the Church, the moſt reve- 
rend Arch-biſhops and Biſhops; and from thenceto 
the skirts of hiscloathing , the inferiour miniſters: 
The ſpirit of wiſdome; and underſtanding, upon the 
Lords of His Majeſties moſt Honowmable Privy. 
Councell , and all the true hearted Nobility : The 
ſpirit of Juſtice and integrity upon the Judges, and 
Magiſtrates of this land : The ſpirit of increaſe, and 
fructification uponallSchools of learning,cſpecially 
upon thoſe two famous Univerſities , Cambridge, 
and Oxford;zand in Cambridge upon the good eſtate 
of S. Johns Colledge : The ſpirit of obedience, and 
fear ofthe Lord upon all the commonalty; in par- 


ticular upon the condition of this great, and popu- 
lous 


(7) 


lous City : The ſpirit of patience and conſolation 
upon all thy poor afflicted members,eſpecially thoſe 
commended to thee in our prayers at this time : be 
pleaſed to compaſle them abour with thy bleſſings, 
co eſtabliſhthy mercies, to repleniſh them with the 
graces of thy holy ſpirit, ts make the light of thy 
countenance to ſhine intheir hearts,to fill chem full 
of heavenly comfort, to ſupport them in all their 
conflias,to ſupply them with all thoſe graces necd- 
full ro their ſick and weak eſtate : Mitigate cheir 
pains, aſſwage their grievances, make thoſe bones 
which thou haſt broken to rejoyce, Work in them 
true remorſe of conſcicace for their finnes, and ſeal 
unto them the pardon of them in Jeſus Chriſt, that 
from thence may ariſe that peace of conſcience,and 
that joy in the Holy Ghoſt, which is ſo unſpeakable 
and glorious : If it be thy bleſſed will, thou canſt 
reſtore them to their former health, that they may 
praiſe thy name among much people ; if otherwiſe 
thou haſt diſpoſed of any of them, prepare, and pre- 
ſerve them to thy heavenly Kingdome, that they 
may haveapeaceable paſſage out of theſe earthly 
tabernacles, into thoſe heavenly manſions, which 
thou haft prepared for thoſe that love thy ap- 
pearing. | 
And give us grace, all of us that arc here preſent 


| - beforetheethis day,to be warned by the many ex- 


amples of our mortality that thou dayly ſerteſt be- 
fore our eyes,toprepare for the day of ourvifitation, 
whenſoever thou ſhalt ſend it, ſooner or later, that 
we may have oyl in our Iamps,and our lamps always. 
burning,and the door of our hearts alwayes Spe 
ct 
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(3) 
let thee the King of glory in whenſoever thou 
ſhaltknock, 

Laſt of all, let thine illuminating,and ſanRifying 
ſpirit, deſcend down upon all congregations, afſem- 
bled as this day in thy fear ; in particular upon this 
congregation here preſent, that thy word that is ro 
be ſowen among them by me thy unworthy 
ſeruant, though in great weakneſſe, by thine ena- 
bling Grace, may prove thy ſtrong arme of power 
to ſalvation ,to the enlightening of theirunderſtand- 
ings, the ſanifying of their affeRions, the amend» 
ment of their lives, the comfort of their fouls in 
this world, and the ſalvation of them in the day of 
the Lord. Annoint our eyes with the blefſed eye 
ſalve of thy Holy Spirit, that the ſcales, and miſts 
of ignorance being removed, we may clearly ſee the 
wonders of thy law: prepare our hearts for the re- 
cciving of it, ſet an edge upon our affetions, that 
we may hunger and thirſt after this heavenly 
Manna, and be alwayes gathering, ſome an Omer, 
ſome an Ephah, every one ſome ; and that for his 
ſake who is the Manna that came down from Hea- 
ven,the eternal Word with thee from the beginning, 

thy Chriſt, our Jeſus ,in whoſe holy Name we 

pray unto thee further as he himſelf hath 
taughtus, ſaying ; Our Father, 
SCe 


FINIS. 


——— 
_—_ 


PSALME 144. I5. 


I Happy is that people that is in ſucha caſe + yea, 
3 happy is that people whoſe Godis the Logo. 


#7 He Genius of this Scripture, as itis 
Few very gracefull and pleaſing init ſelf, 

2 ſoitis alſo very ſuitable to rhe re- 
ſpecs of this day , on: which we are 
mer together. It preſents unto us 
what we all partake of, if we beſo 


words ; and the happinefſe of the right, which is 
Divine and Religibus, in the ſecond! Anſwerable'to 
theſe are the two welcome aſpedts of this day : the 
2 Civillaſpetor reference, which ariſerh from the 
2 annuall revolution. as it is Dzes Priucipis, a day of 
2 ſolemnitie forthe honour of the King: and the Re/7- 
#7 giousaſpet from rhe weekly revolution, as it" is 


2 Dies Dominica, a day of devotion forthe worſhip 


3 of God. In theſe there is ſo evident acorreſpon- 

2 dence, that IT cannot bur congratulate, both' rhe 

- day tothetexr, andthe text to theday , 1n __ 
A 0 


© 


42+» 


(2) 
of their mutuall complications. For we have, on 
the one fide , both clauſes of the text in the 
day : and on the other, both references of the 
day in thetext, Happineſſe is the language of all: and, 
that which addes to the contentment, it is Happi- 
neſſe withan Echo, or ingemination; Happy and 
Happy. From this ingemination ariſe the parrs of 
the text; the ſame which are the parts both of the 
greater world and the lefle, As the heaven and 
earth in theone, and the body and rhe ſoul in the 
other.: ſo are the paſſages of this Scripture in the 
ewo veins of Happinefſe, We may range them as 
Iſaac doth the two parts of his bleſſing , Gen, 27. 


Een. 27:28 The vein of civill happineſſe, in the fatneſſe of the 


earth: and the vein of Divine happineſle, in the dw 
of heaven. Or (if you will have it out of the Go- 


Luke ro, 41, fpel) here's Marthaes-portion in the m4xy things 


of the body: and Maries better part in the Yaum 
weceſſarium of the ſoul, To give it yet more con- 
Ciſely , here's the path of Proſperity in Outward 
comforts ; Happy #s the people that is inſuch a caſe; 
and the path of Fiery in comforts Spirituall ; Tex, 
happy is that people which have the Lond for ibeir 
God, 


In the handling of the firſt, without any further 


ſubdiviſion, I will onely ſhew what it is the Pſal- 


miſt treats of: and that ſhall be, by way of Grada- 
tion, in theſe three particulars. Itis De F = x 1- 
CITATE); De Felicitate Porurr, De Hac 
felicitate populi : Of happineſſe ; OF the peoples 
—_— Ofthe peoples happineſſe , as i ſuch 
« caſe. 


Happineſſe 
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(3) 


Happineſſeis the generall, and the firſt: a noble 
argument, and worthy of an inſpired pen, eſpeci- 
ally the Pſalmiſts. Of all other there can be none 
better to ſpeak of popular happineſſe, then ſuch a 
King : nor of celeſtiall, then ſuch a Prophet, Yer 
I mean not to diſcourſe of it in the full latitude, 
bur only as it hath a peculiar poficure in this 
Pſalme, very various and «different from the order 
of other pſalmes. In this Pſalme iris reſerved to 
the end, as the cloſe of the foregoing meditations : 
In other Pſalmes it is ſet inthe f#ozz, or firſt place 
ofall; as inthe 32, inthe 112,in the 119, and in 
the 128, Again, in this the Pſalmiſt ends with our 
bleſſedneſſe, and begins with God's ; Brzsszp 
BE THE LoRDMY STRENGTH. Inthegr 
Pſalme, contrary, he makes his exord:um from 
mans; BLESSED IS HE THAT CONSLDERETH 
THE Poor: his concluſion with God's; Brzs- 
SED BE THE Lokp Gop or Israzr, I there- 
fore obſerve theſe variations, becauſe they are 
helpfull to the underſtanding both of the eſſence, 
and ſplendour of true happinefle. To the know- 
ledge of the eſſence they help, becauſe they de- 
monſtrate how our own happineſle is enfolded in 
the glory of God, and ſubordinate unto ic. As 
we cannot begin with Beatus, unleſſe we end with 
Benediftus : ſo we muſt begin with Benedidns , 
that we may end with Beatus. The reaſon is 
this, Becauſe the glory of God it is as well the 
conſummation, as the introduttion to a Chriſtians 
happineſſe. Therefore as in the other Pſalm he 
begins below, and ends upwards : ſoin this, having 
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begun from above with that which is principall, 
Bleſſedbe the Lord; he fixeth his ſecond thoughts 
upon the ſubordinate, Beſte, or happy are the people, 
He could not proceed in a better order: he ficſt 
looks up to Gods kingdome , then reflets upon 
his own; as not meaning to take bleſſedneſle be. 
fore he had given it. There 1s no man can think, 
but this is the beſt method. It is the method of 
Saints , as we ſee 1, Sam. 25. 32,33, and 2, 
Chron. 31.8, Firſt , Bleſſed be the God of Iſrael, 
then , Bleſſed be the people of ſrael, Nay , it is 
the method of Angels: they firſt fing , Glorie to 
God, then, Good will towards mey, It muſt alſo - 
be the method of every Chriſtian , whenſoever 
we are about the wiſhing of bleſſedneſle , either 
to our ſelvcs or others , to begin from heaven, 
and aſcribe it firſt tothe Loxv, Thar we may re- 
cetve, we muſt give + give what we have, and give 
what we mean to have. To give is the way to get: 
both to ger the 7hne, and to get the greater degree. 
It is an undeniable conſequence , If beatitude be the 
ultimate end of man, and the glorie of God the ul. 
timate end of our very beatification ; then it fol- 
lowes neceſſarily , That by giving more glorie to 
God we gain more of beatitude to our ſclves , be- 
cauſe more of the ſupreme and beatificall end. So 
that he who will attain to the Pſalmiſt's comforr, 
muſt obſerve alſo the Pſalmiſt's order : that he may 
end aſſuredly with Be arus , he muſt learn to begin 
with Benz pxcrus. That's the firſt conſiderable 
thing inthe order as touching the eſexce of true 
happineſſe, The other 1s concerning the ſplendoxr, 
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which flowes from the other part of the variation: 
in that the Pſalmiſt doth end this pſalme, as he be- 
gins divers of the reſt , with Happy or Bleſſed; to 
repreſent , as it were , unt9 us #1r4queſplendoris pas 
ginam, the two great excellencies of bleſſedneſſe by 
the double ſituation of it. Happineſſe is both the 
bonum Primum, and the bonum Yltimum, of a Chri- 
ſtian: the ſprizg ofall good things , and the 6r0ws: 
the /pire, and the baſis : the firſt and the 14 of 
things to be deſired ; the ficſt for eminence, the laſt 
for fruitson.In the deſcents of Chriſtianitie the firſt, 
becauſe we movefrom it to inferiour ends : happi- 
neſle giveth law to all our ations ; we move from 
it, that we may in time come to the poſſeſfion of ir, 
In the order of aſcent it is the laſt:for having climb- 
ed oncethither, we gono further, bur ſer up our 
reſt, It hath this reſemblance with God himſelf, 
who is the Donour of it, Tharit is þoth the begin- 
ning and the end, before which nothing ſhould be 
loved, and after which nothing can be deſired, An- 
ſwerable to theſe two reſpecs are the poſitures of 
happineſle in the Pſalmes. As in military affairs, 
it is the cuſtome of Emperours to promiſe the 
Donmive to their fouldiers when they go forth to 
watre, that they may encourage them; but not t2 
giveittillthe warre be ended, that they may re- 
ward them for their ſervice : Inlike manner (faith 
S, Ambroſc) doth the Pſalmiſt : velut preco mazni 
Imperatoris , he diſpoſeth of beatitude both wayes: 
he prefixeth it to the beginning of ſome Pſalmes, 
that thereby we might be invited to pictie ; he 
annexcthir to the end of others, to teach us not to 
A 3 look 
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look for it before our work be done. So even by 
this we may learn how to order and diſpoſe of our 
ſelves to happineſſe. Since it hath the double refe- 
rence, it muſt have alſorhe double honour , and the 
double effeem, yea and Our double endeavours for the 
attaining of it. Then we give it the double , when 
we ſeritin beth places , make it both our firſt and 
our laſt, the prime of our life , and the perſeverarce. 
We mult look through all things upon happineile, 
and through happineſſe upon all : through all upon 
jt,asnot reſting in any thing elſe ; and through ir 
upon all, as ſeaſoning every a of our life with the 
thought of happineſſe. Otherwiſe, if we think to 
give it our laſt reſpects without our firſt, pretend 
what we will, there is no hope to overtake it. 
Thus farre even worldly men will go : they are 
willing enough to heare that they muſt make it 
their laſt work, and they fulfill it in a ſort to the /et- 
ter , bur not tothe meaning. The love, the hope, 
the care of their own happineſie, they put them off 
all to the laſt: A very prepoſterous courſe for a 
man to begin where and when he ſhould have end- 
ed, and to defer his firſt of motion to his laſt of reſt, 
It is too fate for the fooliſh Virgins to cry , Lord 
open when the doore is: a vain thing to cx- 
pe happineſſe as ourend, unleſſe we make it our 
beginning , and give it the ſame place in our hearts 
and ations ,, which holy David affords it in his 
meditations : the firſt place in other Pſalmes, as the 
beſt introduQion to all other diſcourſes; the laſt in 
this , as a delightfull farwell to be alwayes freſh in 
remembrance. That ſhall ſerve for the firſt ſtep of 
the 
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the Gradation, the gezeral part of the argument 
handled : It is De FzL 1citars, 

The ſecond is more ſpec#all: it is ae felicitate Popu- 
li, Harer,or, Bress:D ars Trn PropLe, In 
the former part of the Pſalme he ſpeaks of ſuch 
things as concern his ewz happineſle ; Bleſſed be the 
Lord My ftrength , verl. 1. Send down from above, 
and ſaveMs out of the great waters , verl. 7. Rid Ms 
and deliver Mz from the hand of ſtranze children, 
verſ{. 11. And he might as eaſily have continued 
the ſame ſtrain in the clauſes following , That Mx 
onnes may erow up as the young plants , Mx daughters 
je res 4 ried corners Sts temple, My ſheep 
fruitfull, My oxen ſtrong, My garners full and plente. 
045: and accordingly he might have concluded it al- 
ſo, Happy ſhall I be, if The in ſuch 4 caſe, This, I ſay, 
he might have done, nay , this he would have 
done, if his deſires had reflefted onely upon him- 
{eif, Butbeing of a diffuſive heart , and knows- 
ing what belonged to the neighbourhoods of pie- 
tie, as loth to enjoy this happineſſe alone, he al- 
ters his ſtyle, and (being in the height of well- 
wiſhes to himſelf) he turns the ſingular into a plu- 
rall , Our ſheep, Our oxen, Onr garners, Onr ſonnes and 
daxghters ; that he might compendiate all in this, 
Happy are the people, Here's a true teſtimonie both 
of a religious and generous mind , who knew in his 
moſt retired thoughts to look out of himſelf,and to 
be mindfull of the publick welfare in his privateft 
meditations. S. Ambroſe obſerves it as a clear cha- 
racer of a noble ſpirit , ro do what tends to the 
publick good , though to. his own ———_— - : 
| q 
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And Salvian , in his firſt Deprovidentia , doth: re- 
con this as the principall thing which made the Fa- 
bii andthe Fabricii,and other Romane Worthies ſo 
renowned in their times, That they were content 
to expoſe themſelves to want and danger for the 
proſperitie and ſafetie of the publick. Bur (alas ! ) 
thereare few ſuch ſpirits in our time : Ic is a rate 
thing to find a private wan , who cordially devo- 
teth himſelf to the good ofthe Communitie, Ir 
was the complaint of Plato in his time, That every 
man was impetuouſly carried &s io7gay/ar* and of 
Thucydides the Hiſtorianin his, Vnuſquiſque rene 
ſuam urget : and of Tacitus in his, Frivatacuique 
ſtimulatio, & vile decus publicum, S. Paul himiclf 
was driven to this complaint, Phil. 2. 21. A4/ ſeek 
their own. Where. he left we may take itup: Our 
own ſettling, our ew# ſecuritie, our own wealth , our 
own advancement, is all we generally look after. 
There is hardly any man to be found , whoſe bent 
15 not towards himſelf: Whereas the publick is the 
private infinitely multiplied ; and ſo much the 
more of nearer concernment, asit is of larger ex- 
tenſion: whereas again man is onely a world in ai fi- 
ourative ſenſe of ſpeaking, and that buta micro- 
coſme or little world , that is in cffe&, aſmall part 
of the great; yer, as in ſome other things, ſo in this 
alſo it falls out, The CAlegorie devoures the letter, 
the private eats up the publick , the part the whole, 
che overweaning reſpe& to the /;ttle world doth 
every where almoſt overtuin the greater. I know 
thereare many which make fair ſhews, goodiy pre- 
tences, great oſtentation of the contrary: You ſhall 
have 
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have them often crying out, The Publick, the Pub- 
lick; andas faſt as the Jews did, The Temple, the 
Temple : but it is with the like inſinceriry ; for 
their aim is wholly for themſelves. So we ſhew 
our ſelves hypocrites even in things civill, as well 
as in religion. Each godly man is of another rem- 
per. His word is that of S. Ambroſe, 41ihi pa rci- 
or, faris totus: orthat of the Oratour in Saluſt, Aa- 
ſum en Caius Cotta,vowes, dedoque me pro Republica, 
It was 4 brave reſ{olurion in a Heathen : but it con- 
cerns us Chriſtians more, For he was onely a part 
of one Communitie : we, each of us have a ſhare 
intwo z being members of the Church, as well as 
the State, So there is a double rie upon us : atid 
that we ſhould daily remember ir, it is infinuated in 
the Lord's prayer: in which as there 15 one ex- 
preſſe petition for the publick ; ſo theres a reſpect 
had toirinall. There is nothing ſingular, notan 7, 
nora Me, nora Mine, butall plurall, We, Vs, Our : 
noting that it is every mans duty, even in his pray- 
ers, to be zealous for the Communitie, But the 
text will not allow me that ſcope, to ſpeak 
of this zeal to the publick as'tis the 4urzz of private 
men, but as it is an exece/lencie of Kings and Princes, 
Ir's true, I might call it a 4#ty even in them alſo, 
God requires it of themas a duty : but ir becomes 
us to repute it an excel/encie, both. becauſe the be- 
nefit is ours which redounds from thence, and like- 
wiſe becauſe it is more eminent and illuftrious in 
them, then in other men, In others it's /;#97ted and 
miniſteriall, in a Prince ſupreme and univerſall, He 
isthe influxive head, who borh governs the whole 
B bodic, 
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bodie, and every member which is any way ſer- 
viceable to the bodice : Tie glotious Sunre that 
gives light both to the world, and to the ſtarres 
themſclves, which in their ſeverall ſtations are uſe. 
full ro the world. Here's enough to define it an ex- 
cellencie, to havethe care and truſt of ths whole in 
himſelf, Yea but further, to tender it as himſelF, 
ane to fct the weal of the publick in equipage with 
his own happineſlc, and to fold them up together, 
his own in the publick and the publick in his awn; 
is ſo high an aſcent of goodneſle, that it were a 
ercat wrong to ſuch virtue, to ſtile it by any leſſe 
name then anexce//exacze. In this particular I might 
cafily be large : but it requires not ſo much proofs, . 
as acknowledgements and retributions. Therefore 
I will briefly proceed both wayes : and firſt give 
youa few examples for proofs ; and then, I am ſure, 
there isno man ſo unworthy, but will think him- 
ſelf obliged ro retributions. The. firſt example 
ſhall be taken from Moſes : whom Philo reckons 
among Kings ; and ſo doth the Scripture, Deur. 
33. 5- For howſoever he had not the name, he 
had the powey and authoritie: yet even inthat power 
he was not more Regal, then in his tenderneſſe 
over the people. Art one time his tenderneſſe was 
ſo great toward them, that becauſe he could not 
dothem ſo much good as he deſired, he beſought 
the Lord to take away his life z Numb. x1. 15. 
At another time he was ſo perplexed with the fear 
of their deſtruction, that he requeſted of God, ei- 
ther to keep them Kill in the land of the living , or 
to blot him out of the book of life ; Exod 32. 32. 
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hereby ſhewing himſelf 'not onely ;he miracle of 
Nature, as Philo calls him, burof Grace too, in 
pledging for them that which was more worth 
then his life, his very ſalvation. Ir was a rare ex 
ample of Caſter and Pollux, fo highly magnified 
by Authours, That being twinnes, and ( asthe Po- 
cts feigned ) one born morrall,the other immortall, 
Pollux ( to ſhew his love to his brother ) yielded fo 
farre, as to take to himſelf a part of his brothers 
mortalitie, and to lend him as much of his own im- 
mortalitie : being better pleaſed ro enjoy a half im- 
mortalitie with the good of his brother, then a 
whole one alone by himſelf, Itis known by all to 
bea fiction: yer if it were true, it is farre ſhort of 
this proffer of Moſes. He knew full well what be- 
longed to immorralitie, and to the favour of God : 
yet in effe&t he beſeccheth God, either to take 
them into his favour, or to put him out of it; as 
content to hazard not half his immortdlitie , but 
all, out of his loveto the Iſraclites, notwithſtand. 
ing they were a people ungratefull both towards 
him and rowards God. After this of Moſes I know 
no example ſo tranicending as that of the Pro- 
phet David : who ( beſides that he urgeth it al- 
moſt inevery Plalme, ' Thepeace of Feruſalem , The 
ſalvation of Iſrael , The fel:city of Gods chaſen, The 
bleſſingof the people) in one place he argues for it 
even to his own deſtruction; You have ir, 1, Chron. 
21.16, 17, Itis there recorded, that fceing the 
angel of theLord with his ſword drawn over J:= 
ruſalem to deſtroy ir, he thus reaſors with God for 


the ſafeguard of the publick : Me, mes; adſum que 
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fecis Ir 1s I, zvan I IT 1s THar nave 
SINNED: 1n me convertito ferrum ; Lit TtTuy 
HAND BE AGAINST ME , AND AGAINST MY 
FATHPRS HOUSE, NOT ON THY PEOPLE : FOR 
THESE SHEEP VVHAT HAVE THEY DONKEY? 
He that confiders theſe words will hardly be able 
co tell what moſt to wonder at ; the condeſcend- 
ing of his love, or the overflowing. He declared 
here, jairhS. Chryſoſtome, s depth of love mays 
Taz1d5ivevriper, an affetion more ſpacious for /owe, 
then the ſea for water ; and for tenderncſiſe ſofter 
not onely then water, but then oyl. To lay down, 
as it were, his own royall neck under the ſword of 
the Angell, when he ſaw it hanging over him by a 


leſſe thrid, then that of Damocles: To open his 


own religious breaſt, to receive the blow, that he 
might ward it from the people : To value the peo- 
ples ſafety ſo farre aboue his own, as to interpoſe 
himſelf berwixt the ſword and the ſlaughter: O 
how farre doth he here renounce himſelf, and re- 
cede, not onely from royalty, bur from life ir ſelf! 
It is much which is mentioned in the text, that he 
ſhould name the people firſt to the happineſſe:more, 
that he ſhould offer himſelf firſt ro the puniſhment : 
very much, thar he ſhould put the people betwixt 
himſelf and the bleſling : farre more, that he ſhould 
place himſelf betwixt the people and the curſe. 
He made himfelf in this Syz cuLum Princieuy, 
the mirrour of Princes: a mirrour, into which (as we 
may well preſume ) our Gracious Sovereigne King 
Cxarr xs hath made frequent and uſcfull inſpe&i- 
ons : for it is manifeſt by many paſſages of his 
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reigh and happy government, that the tenderneſle 
of his love towards his people, if it doth not fuily 
reach; yetit comes cloſe up to the receſſions of Da- 
vid. It is the more remarkable, for that he hath 
this virtue as it were in proper and by himſelf, he 
is almoſt rhe ſole poſſeſiour of it. The moſt of or- 
dinary men, as living more by will then reaſon, are 
all for holding: fo ſtiffe and inflexible, ſo tenaci- 
ous and unyielding, even in matters of ſmall mo- 
ment ; that they will not ſtirre a hair-breadch, En- 
treat them, perſuade them, convince them ; ſtill 
they kcep to this principle ( and *cis none of the 
beſt ) Obtein all, Yield nething. It is a nobler ſpi- 
rit thar reſides in the breaſt of our Sovereign, as 
appears by his manifold yieldings and receſſions. 
Of ſuch receſſions we have many inſtances in the 
courſe of his Majeſties goverament. I might go as 
farre back 1s his firſt coming tothe Crown: when 
he receded from his own profit, intaking upon him 
the payment of his Fathers debts, which were 
oreat, and but (mall ſupplies to be expeRed from 
an empty Exchequer : yet the love of juſtice and his 
peoples emolument overſwayed him, and armed 
him with Epaminondas his reſolution, Totizs orbis 
divitias deſpicere, pra patrie charitate, Having but 
glanced at that, I might draw a little nearer to the 
third of his reign: when, in that Parliament of 
Tertio, he was pleaſed to figne the, ſo much deſired, 
Petition of Right: a Title which, I confeſle, rakes 
'me much : both becauſe ir ſpeaks the d rifulnefſe 
of the ſubje& , in peritioning, although for right; 
and the great goodneſſe of a Gracious Prince, 
B 3 who 
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who knows how to recede from power, and in 
ſome caſe even from prerogative, when beſought 
by prayers ; and rejoyceth, not to ſ/ his fayours, 
but to g/vethem. For have heard ſome wiſe men 
ſay, T hat that fingle grant was equivalent to twen- 
ty ſubſidics. Burrhe time will not give meleave to 
dwell, as I ſhould, upon particulars: therefore I 
will call you nearer to the tranſient remembrance 
(and butthe tranfienr, for it is no pleaſure to revive 


it,) of the commotions in che Notth. The eyes of 


the whole world were upon that ation, and they 
all are witneſſes what pains and travell were taken, 
what clemencie and indulgence was uſed , what 
yieldings and ;condeſcentions, both in point of 
hononr and power, to purchale, as it were , by a 
price paid our of himſclf, the peace and tranquilli- 
ty of both kingdomes. Whereby he made all men 
underſtand, how much more pleafing it was ro his 
Princely diſpoſition, with Cyrus in Xenophon , 
=? ip Me pamacy emdenuuver, i Sexmiiay and to conquer, 
not by might, but by clemency. By clemency, I 
fay, the word which I named before, and I cannot 
name it too often. Itis the virtue God moſt de- 
lights in, to exerciſe himſelf ;and 'tis the copie allo 
which he ſets us to write after : Itis the virtue 
which draws both eyes and hearts unto it; inthat 
it makcth Royalty it ſclf, which is ſo farre above, 
to become bencficiall and fovercign : It correcs 
the brightneſſe of Mijeſtie , calmes the ſt:ianeſle 
of Juſtice, lightens the weight of Power,atiempe- 
rates whatſoever might cauſe terrour ro our mind 


and liking. If we never had knownit before, yet 
the 
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the onely time of this Parliament would teach us 
ſufficiently how much we ow to the King's cle- 
mencie. The laws and ſtatutes which have bcen 
made this laſt year, are laſting and ſpeaking mo- 
numents of thefe royall receſſions, as well to po- 
ſteritie, as to our ſelves, Surely if the truc picture 
and reſemblance ofa Prince be in his laws ; it can- 
not be denied, that in the acts, for trieania!l Parlt- 
aments, for the continuation of the Parliament now 
being, for the regulating cf impoſitions, preſſing 
of ſouldiers, courts of Judicature, and others nota 
few of the like nature, are the lincainents, and cx» 
preſſions to the life, of the perfect pourtraiture of a 
Benigne and Gracious Prince, who ſeems reſolved 
of aneiv way, and hitherto unheard of, by whole- 
ſome laws to enlarge his ſubjects, and to confine him- 
ſelf Yet it may be ſaid, Itis not his onely hand 
which is in theſe laws: the propoſal of them is 
from others, although the ratification be in him, 
Be it ſo: Bur the ratification is ten-fold to the pro- 
poſall ; nay, it is the life and eſſence of a law. So 
we ow the laws themſelvesto his goodneſle. Nay, 
and if it be granted, that the propoſall of ſuch laws 
comes from others;ler us then look to the many gra- 
cious meſſages, which occaftonally have been ſenr, 
at ſeverall times, to that great Aſſzmblie. In theſe 
he ſpeaks onely by himſelf; and in fo gracious a 
manner, that to read ſome paſſages, would raviſh 
a loyall heart, as well as ezaear it. In ſome of them 
we may ſee, haw he puts the happineſſe of his peo- 
pleinto the ſame proximitie with his own: in o- 
thers, how he negleRs his own for our accommo- 

| dation. 


(16) 
dation. In that of January the 20, you have theſe 
golden words: That he will rather lay by any par- 
ticular reſpe& of his Own dignity, then loſe time 
for the Publick good : Thar, out of his Fatherly 
care of his people, he will be ready, both to equall, 
and to exceed the greateſt examples of the moſt In- 
dulgent Princes, in their As of Grace and Favour 
to their people. Again, in that of the 28 of Janua- 
ry there is yet more tendernefle. He calls God to 
witneſſe (and with him the arteſtation of that ſa- 
cred name is very religious ) that the preſervation 
of the publick peace, the law and the libertie of the 
ſubje&, is and ſhall alwayes be as much his care and 
induſtric, as the ſafety of his own life, or the lives 
of his deareſt children, Laſtly, in the other of the 
35 of March there is more then yieldings and con- 
ceſfions; a gracious prevention of our defires : for 
he is pleaſed to excite and call upon that Great 
Councell, even the ſecond time, to prepare with 
all ſpeed ſuch Ads, as ſhall be for the eſtabliſhment 
of their priviledges, the free and quict enjoying 
their eſtatesand fortunes, the liberties of their pers 
ſons, the ſecuritic of the true Religion now profe(- 
ſed inthe Church of England. What now ſhall we 
ſay to theſe things ? Is not that of Solomon made 
good unto us( Prov. 16. 10.)A Divine ſentence is in 
thelips of the King ? Have we not good cate to take 
vp Ezra's benediQtion ( Ezr. 7. 27.) Bleſſed be the 
Loyd which hath put ſuch things as theſe into the Kings 
heart? Such thiogs as theſe we were not ſo ambitious 
as tohope for: I truſt we ſhall not be ſo unworthy 


as to forget. For my ſelf, I could with that, accor- 
ding 
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ding to the dutie of this day, I could ſet them forth 
as they deſerve. But they need no varniſh of Ora- 
torie : neither was it my intendmentto uſe them fur- 
ther, then for the proof of the propoſition in hand; 
ro ſhew you how this higheſt excellency of Prin- 
cs, in the care of their peoples happineſlt , is radi- 
ant in our Gracious Sovereign. Yet you may rc- 
member alſo that I told you, The pointnecds not 
ſo much proofs, as retributions, It cals aloud upon us 
for all dutifull returns, of honour, love, obedience, 
loyalty, and thankfall acknawledgements, into that 
Royall boſome, the firſt mover and originall under 
God of our happineſle. In the ſphere of Nature 
there isnone of us ignorant, how willing the mem» 
bers are to make return ro the head, for the go- 
vernment and influence._they receive from thence : 
they will undergo hardſhip, expoſe themſelves ro 
danger, recede from things convenient, nay neceſ- 
ſary ; they will not grudge at any plentie or honour 
which is beſtowed upon the head z knowing by 
inſtia& that from the head the benefit of all re- 
dounds to them. Iris likewiſe obvious inthe Regi- 
ment of families, whichare as States epitomizeds 
that both honour and dutie belong to the Paterfc- 
milias,not oncly for the right he hath in the houſe, 

but for the proviſfioa and ſupport and comforc 

which all receive from him. Now Kings, by way 

of exccllencie, are Fathers, who look upon all their 

ſubjeRs.as fo many children, and ( with that noble 

Emperour ) account equally as daughters Remwpubli- 

cam & Juliam. The very Heathen, which faw 

onely the outſide or Civill part, reputed them as 

| Fathers : 
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Fathers : but the Prophet Iſaiah, when he ſpeaks of 
the Church, goes further, and calls them Nurfing 
Fathers : a word which in propriety of ſpeech 
might ſeem incoagruous 5 becauſe they have no 
more of the nurſe, then the boſome ; nothing at all 
of the breaſts, if what is wanting in the ſex were 
not ſupplied by their tendernefle, Benignitie, and 
clemency, and {weetneſle of diſpoſition, and faci- 
litie of accefſle. and compaſſion toward the diſtreſ- 
ſed, theſe are their breafts, more breaſts then two; 
the ſame both their breaſts and their bowels, which 
day by day they open to chouſands ſeverally, and to 
all at exce,for the ſuckling and foſtering of the pub. 
lick. Therefore it behoves us to think of returns. 
By this word Chriſt read us the leſſon, Matth. 22. 
21. Render, or Return unts Ceſar the things which axe 
Ccſars, or the things which are from Ceſar. The pro- 
tection of lives, and fortunes, and worldly com- 
forts; let him have theſe back again in the honour, 
love, fear, obedience, ſupplies which belong to the 
Sovercigne Head and Parent of a beloved people: 
that his throne may be eſtabliſhed by your loyalty, 
his reign ſtill proſperous by your prayers & bleſ- 
ſings, his life lenghthened by years taken forth ef 
your own : that ſo he may long rejoyce to ſay with 
David, Happy are the people. SOT have done with 
the ſecond ſtep of the Gradation, the ſpecrall part 
of the argument here handled; Ir is De felicitate 

Popul, - 

The third is yet ore ſpeciall : It is not onely De 
felicitate Populi, but De felicitate Populari, that is, 
De Has felicttate Populi, or De hoe Genere felicitatis : 

Beaitus 
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Beatus cui SIC , Happy they whoare in sticu a cags, 
or convITIon, What that condition is, you may 
ſec in the former words ; in which there are ſeverall 
bleſfings mentioned, and all of them temporall. 
Plenty is one, in thoſe words , That our garners 
way be filledwith all manner of fore; oar oxen ſtrong 
to labour ; our ſheep bring forth thouſands. Peace is 
another, in theſe words, That there be no leading in- 
to captivitie , no complatning in our freets, Multi- 
tude of people, eſpecially fuch as are vertuous, a 
third, inthoſe, That our ſonnes may grow up as the 
young plants, our daughters may be as the poliſhei cor- 
ners of the temple, The ſafetic and profperitic of 
David their King, a fourth (or rather a firſt, for it 
is firſt mentioned) He 2:verh ſalvation, or vifforie 
t0 Kings , anddeliverth David his ſervant fromthe 
peril of the ſword, Of all theſe civill threeds the 
Pſalmiſt rwiſts this wreath of Happineſle 5 Happy 
they who are in ſucha caſe. Now hence ariſeth the 
{cruple; Why David, a man of fo heavenly a 
temper , and of fo good a judgement in things 
which concern falvation, that he is ſaid to be 4 
man after Gods own heart, ſhould place felicitic in : $aw.13.14. 
theſetemporalls. Devout S. Paul , who of all 0- 
rhers came neareſt to Davids ſpirit, had theſe out- 
ward things inno better eſteem, then as drofſe , or Phil. 3.3, 
dung : and our bleſſed Saviour, in his firſt S:rmon, 
thought good to begin the chain of happinefſc from Marth. 5: 
povertie!, and to fecondir from hunger, and to con- 
tinue it from ſuffering perſecution . No# dixit, 
BearL DIvVETES , ſed, Brari pallyeR)S, as 
S, Ambroſe obſerveth. In this , I fay , is the 
C 2 {cruple, 


(20) 
ſcruple , That Chriſt ſhould b:gin blefſidneſſe 
from povertie , and David place it in abundaxce:that 
things earthly ſhould be as 4roſſe ro Paul, and as 
happineſſe to David. This icruple wrought fo, farre 
with ſome Interpreters , that they conceived it to 
b= a defetive or imperfe ſentence, and that the 
Pſalmiſt utrered it in the perſon of a worldly man: 
iike that of Soloman, Ecclef. 2. 24. There is nothing 
butcr for a man, then to eat andarink, ec. Therefore, 
to take off the ſuſpicion ofa paradax , they inter- 
poſc Dixerunt: BzxaruM [ dixerunt ] prop ul- 
LUM cUI HAC $8UNT, Men uſually ſay, 
Harry ARE THE PEOPLE IN SUCH A CASE, 
But we need not flee to this refuge : Ir is neither a 
defeftive nor a paradox ; but a full and true pro- 
poſition, agreeable both ro the tenour of other 
Scriptures, and alſo to the analogie of faith. For 
firſt , the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks not here , as in other pla- 
ces, ofthe h-ppineſle of a mar, but of the happi. 
neſſe of a people : it is not Beatns homo , but, Beatus 
popnlus. In ſome other places, where he treats of 
the happineſſe of a man , he circumſcribes ir at- 

aPfal. 32-2, Wayes with things ſpirituall : « Bleſſed is rhe man un- 
to whom ihe LORD imputeth no ſinne , and in whoſe 

b plal.11a.t. ſpirst there is no guile: Þ Bleſſed is the man that fear- 

ePlal 40.4 eth the LORD: © Bleſſed is that man that maketh the 

* 5 Lord histru#:and the*like, Hereotherwiſe, ſee- 

_— ing he ſpeaks of the happineſle of a people , he 
mighr uſe more libertie to take in theſe outwardac- 
compliſhments, as having a nearer relation to the 
happincſſe of a Nation or K:ngdome, then abſtra- 
Rively of a Chriſtian , Howlſoever —_— af- 

11s 
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firms, in the 75 of his Politicks, that there is the 
ſame happineſſe 55s y mas, of 4 ſingle man and of 
awhole citie: Yetthere isa grear deal of diffcrence, 
which he , being not inſtructed in Chriſtianity, * 
could not obſerve. Look as on the one fide, the 
being ofa State or Nation, as a collective bodie, 
isnot ſo ordered to immorralitie , nor by conſe- 
quence to happineſle , as the being of a man : ſo on 
the other , the concurrence of temporail good 
things is in no wiſe ſo eſſentiall or requifite to the 
happineſſe of a man, as to the being and well-be- 
ing, and ſoto the happineſſe of a State or people.. 
Experience tells us that a man may be happy with- 
outchildren ; a Statecannot be ſo without people: a 
private man may keep his hold of happineſſe, 
though poore and affliiifed in the world; a State is 
onely then happy , when *cis flouriſhing and proſpe- 
rows, abounding with peace, pletitie, people, an 
other civill acceſſions. Men are the walls for 
ſtrength, women thenurſcries for encreaſe, chil. 
dren the pledges of perpetuity , money as the vitall 
breath, peace as the naturall heat , plentie as the ra- 
dicall moiſture, religious and juſt government as 
the form or ſoul of a bodie politick. Upon this 
ground the Pſalmiſt well knowing how conducing 
theſe ourward things are to popular happineſle, he 
caſts them all into the definition ; his preſent ar- 
gument being the happineſſe of a people. In the 
ſecond place, admir he had ſpake here of the hap- 
pineſle of a man, or a Chriſtian: yerthe mentions 
not theſe temporalls, either as the a{l, or the oyely, 
or the chief of happineſſe; bur as the concomitants 
C 3 and 
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and accefories, They have not an ef{e#t/a// influx or 
ingredicnce into it: but aſecondarie and accidentall 
reſpec they have in theſe two confiderations. Firſt 
they are 0rnamenta , as garniſhings, which give a 
gloſſe and luſtre to virtue, and make it more ſplen- 
did. The Moraliſts ſay well, that they are as ſha- 
dows to apicture, or garments to a comely perſon-' 
age. Nowas in theſe,the ſhadowing makes not the 
colour of a picture truly better, but onely ſeem 
better, and appear more freſh and orient ; and as 
garments do indeed adorn the body now in the 
ſtate of corruption, whereas, if man had ſtood in 
his integritie, they had been uſeleſſe for ornament, 
as well as for neceſſity : So likewiſe theſe outward 
things,although in themſelves they have nothmg 
of true happineſle, yet becauſe they render ir more. 
beauteous and gracefull, as the ſtate of vertue now 
Rands in reſpect of our converſe with men, we may 
well reckon them without prejudice to vertue zuter 
0rnamenta. Then ſecondly , they are adminicula 
alſo , helps and adjuments , as hand-matds to pietie, 
without which vertue is impotent, Were aman 
all ſoul , vertue alone were ſufficient ; it is enough 
by it ſelf for the happineſle of the mind :'bur being 
partly bodie , and enjoying corporall ſocietie with 
others, heſtands in need of things corporall , to 
keep vertue in exerciſe, Want clippes the wings 
of vertue, that a man cannot feed the hungry, or 
cloth the naked or enlarge himſelf to the good of 
others: on-he other {ide , this tv 372, as the Philo- 
ſophers rermir, ſets vertue ar libertie, and gives it 
ſcope to be operative. As fire,the more aire & few- 
ell 
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ell yougive it, the more it diffuſeth it ſelf : ſo the 
more health, peace, pleatie , friends, or authoritie 
we have; the more power, freedome and advantage 
we have todo vertuouſly. Put now all theſe toge- 
ther, & the reaſon is evident,vvhy the Prophet Da- 
vid here placeth this happineſle in the things vvhich 
are vvorſc;becaule they are ſerviceable to the things 
vyhich are better. Hovvſoever he reſerves the men- 
tion of the better till aftervvard; Yet he vvould give 
us to underſtand, that even thele inferiour things are 
the good blenſligs of God, and ſuch bleſſings, as 
being pur together , make up one part of the happi- 
neſſe of a people. lr is true of popular happinefle, 
as well as perſonall, It is notone ſingle good , bur 
the aggregation or affluence of many. Inthe twenty 
cighth. of Deuteronomie , where Moſes deſcribes 
the bleſſednefle promiſed to the Ifraclites, he 
reckons up all ſorts of outward blcflings : and a- 
greeable to thoſe is the conflux of theſe in this 
Pſalme: The bleſſing of the ho»ſe, and of the citie; 
T hat there be no leading into captivitie , and no com« 
plaining inthe ſtreets : The bleſſings of the baske?, 
and of the flore; That the garners may be filled with 
plentie : The bleſſings of the fruit of the bodie 5; Thar 
the children may be as young plants : The bleſſings of 
the field, T hat the ſheep may bring forth thouſands, ant- 
the oxen be ſirong to labour: The bleſſings of go:xg on: 
and coming in; That they may be delivered from th. 
hand of firange children, and ſaved out of zreat waters. 
Here is briefly the cempound of the many ſimples 
which make up this caſe or condition of a peoples 
happineſſe, And ſurely if by theſe particulars ir be 
defined, 
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defined, we may boldly ſay , The condition is our 
own, and men may pronounce of us, as truly as of 
any Nation, that we have been for a long time a 
happy people. Our deliverances from ſtrange chil- 
dren have bcen great and miraculous , and ourland 
ir hath been a Goſhen, a liehtſome land, whereas 
the darkneſſe of diſcomfort hath reſted vpon other 
Nations, The bleffings of che citic and field, ofthe 
basker and of the ſtore have grown upon us in ſach 
abundance, that many men have ſurfetted of plen- 
tie: Ourland hath been as an Eden and garden of 
the Lord for fruirfulveſſe , as a Salem tor peace ; 
whereas other kingdomes do yet grone under the 
preſſures of ſwordand famine, Beſides theſe, if there 
be any bleſſing which the Scripture mentions in 
other places , Peace in the wal's, Plentie in the palaces, 
Traffick in the ports , or Salvationin the gates; if any 
part of happineſſe which it ſpeaks of in this 
Pſalme, for plantings , or buildings, or reapings, or 
ſtorings . or peoplings z we have had them all in as 
much fulneſle as any part of the world, and in more 
then molt : onely there is one particular may bþ 
queſtioned, or rather cannot be denied,That amidſt 
the very throng of all theſe bleſſings there are ſome 
murmurings and complainings in our ſſreets. But it 
need not ſcem ſtrange tous, becauſe ir is not new 
in the world. In the ſtories of all ages we meet 
with it, That men uſed to complain of their rimes 
to be evil, when indeed themſclves made them ſo. 
I may be bold co ſy, There was cauſe in reſpe&t of 
ſinnethen, as well as now, eſpecially with godly 
men, who are ſo good themſelves, that it is no mar- 
vell 
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vell, if they thought times 4 little evil tobe ex: 
tremely bad: as alwayes finne ſwells to the eye of 


orace. But if we ſpeak of outward preſſures and 
calamities, I am certain there is not cauſe now as 
then: forthe riches of the Kingdome were never 
ſo great, the peace ofthe Kingdome never ſo con- 
ſtant, the ſtate of it for all things never ſo proſpe- 
rous, Onely we muſt give leave to the world to 
be like it {clf: As long as ambition or covetouſ- 
neſſe are in the world , men of ſuch ſpirics will cry 
out , Thetimes are bad , even when they are beſt, 
becauſe they (in their own bad ſenſe) ſtill defire to 
be better. As nothing is enough, ſo nothing is plea» 
ſing to a reſtleſſe mind. An inſatiable appetite is 
alwayes impatient ; and , becauſe impatient, queru- 
lous. Yer this is not the ſole reaſon : for befides 
this humour of appetite , the very corruption of 
our nature leads us hereunto, To be weary of the 
preſent, It is the joynt obſervation both of Divines 
and Moraliſts (as of Salvian , Quintilian , Tacitus, 
and others, who agree as near almoſt ia words as 
in opinion) Quoduſitatumeſt mentis humane vitium, 
illa magis ſemper velle que deſunt; &, viteraquidens 
in laude, preſentiain faftidio ponere, Our own ex- 
pericnce will tell us as much, if we will take pains 

to obſerve it, How , through the pravity of our 

own diſpoſitions , whatſoever is preſent proves 

burdenſome , whether ic be good or bad. Salvian, 

in his third De Gubernatione, ſets forth this humour 

to the life : That men of all rjimes were difpleaſed 

with all times : St eſftus e#, (ſaith he) de ariditare 

cauſamnr ; ſi fluvia, de ——_ conquerimur : ſi 
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infecundior annus eft , accuſamus fterilitatem , ſi fe+ 
cundior, vilitatem. So winter and ſummer are both 
alike diſtaſifull to impatieat men: In ſcarcity things 
are too dear, inplentie too cheap : povertie pinch- 
eth , andabundance nauſeates, If there be a little 
roo much drought , they cry out of a famine ; if a 
ſhowre or two extraordinary , they are affraid of a 
deluge. You ſhall heare in good times, uid no- 
bis curs Davide? and in bad , Antigonum effedio : as 
we reade of the Iſraclites, That even when God 
himſclf was pleaſcd to order their civill aff:irs, 
they were nor contented ; bur ſtill repined , as well 
when they had manna, as when they wanted it, 
The reaſon is ( as the Greek Hiſtorian notes) 
T's mzporI@- 7 wi mzegy Ginv www ere. But I hope We 
Chriſtians are of a better temper. It beſeems not 
us of all others to be ſo injurious to God, who hath 
ſingled us outto bea happy people: It beſeems us 
nottobe ſo unthankfull to our Sovereigre, under 
whom we enjoy theſe bleſſings. Howſoever it 
ought to be in the firſt place acknowledged, that the 
originall of all our happineſle is from heaven: yet 
it muſt be confeſt withall , that the chryſtall pipe 
through which bleſſings are conveyed untous, is 
his government: Our peace is from his wiſdom:; 
our plentie from our peace ; our proſperitie from 
our plenty ; our ſafetie, our very life, our whatſoe- 
ver good of this nature, it is by Gods providence 
wrapt up in his welfare, whoſe precious life (as the 
Oratour ſpeaks) is Yita quedam publica, the very 


Lua, 4:20 breath of our noſtrils perfumed with multitude of 


comforts. What then remains , but that our thank- 
fulneſſe 
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fulneſle ſhould reſult from all, to make our happi- 
neſle complete ? that ſo both receiving what we 
deſire, and retributing what we ow, we may give 
cauſeuntoall Kingdomes to lengthen this acclama- 
tion, and to ſay, Happy both Prince and people which 
arein ſuch a caſe. Sol have done with the firſt ge- 
nzrall part of the text, the path of Proſperttie , an- 
{werable to the ciw:ll reſpect of the day. 

I now proceed to the fecond, the path of Pretze, 
anſwerable to rhe Religieus reſpect ; Yea, happy. It's 
the beſt wine to the laſt, though all men be nor of 
this opinion. You ſhall hardly bring a worldly man 
to think ſo. The world is willing enough to' miſ- 
conſter the order of the words, and to give the pri- 
oritic to Civill happineſſe, as it it were firſt in di- 
genitic, becauſe cis firſt named: they like ir better to 
hear of the Cuz ſic, then the Cui Dominus. To pre- 
vent this follie, the Pſalmiſt interpotcth a caution 
in this correRive particle, Tea, Happy. It hath the 
force of a revocation, whereby he ſcems to retra&t 
what went before, not fimply and abſolutely , but 
ina certain degree, left worldly men ſhould wreft 
it to a mifinterprertation. Itis not an abſo{ute revo- 
cation, but a comparative; it doth nor ſimply deny 
that there is ſome part of popular happinefle in 
theſe outward things, but it preferres the ſpiritualls 
before them: Tea, rhat 15, Tea more, or, Tea rather : 
like that of -Chriſt in the Goſpel, When one in the 
companie bleſſed the wombe that bare him, he pre- 
ſently replies , Tea, rather bleſſed are th:y that hear 
the word of God and keep it. In like manner the Pro- 
pher David, having firſt premiſed the inferiour m_ 
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and outfide of an happy condition; fearing leſt any 
ſhould of purpoſe miftake his meaning, and hearing 
the fisſt propoſition, ſhould either there ſet up their 
reſt, and not at all rake in the ſecond or if take it 
in, yet do ir prepoſtcrouſly, and give it the prece- 
dence before the ſecond, according tothe worlds 
order , virtss poſt nummos ; In this reſpe& he puts 
in the clauſe of revocation ; whereby he ſhews, 
that theſe outward things, though named firſt, yet 
they are not to be reputed firſt. The particle Yea 
removes them to the ſecond place: it tacitly tranſ- 
poſeth the order ; and the path of piety, which was 
Lically after, it placeth virtually before. *Tis as if he 
had ſaid, Did I call th:m happy, who are inſuch a 
caſe 2 Nay, miſerable are they, if they be onely in 
ſuch a caſe: The temporal part cannot make them 
ſo without the ſþpirituall. Admit the windows of 
the viſible heaven were opened, and all outward 
bleſſings powred down upen us; admit we did per- 
fely enjoy whatſoever the vaſtneſle of the earth 
contains init: tell me, What will it profit to gain 
all, and to loſe God ? If the earth be beſtowed up- 
onus, and not heaven ; or the materiall heaven be 
opened, and not the beatificall ; or the whole 
world made ours, and God not ours: we do not ar- 
rive at happineſſe, All that is in the firſt propoſiti- 
on is nothing, unleſle this be added, Yea, happy are 
the people which have the Lox v for their God. You 
{ce in this partthere is aliquid quod eminet, ſome- 
thing which is tranſcendent ; Therefore I will en- 
quire into two particulars ; ſee both what it is that 
tranſcends, and what is the manner of propoun- 
ding of it, | | The 
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The manner of propounding it, is,as I ſaid,corre- 
Rive, or by way of revocation : the ſumme wheres 
of is thus much, Thar. temporalls without ſpiritu- 
alls, in what aboundance ſoever we poſſelle them, 
cannot make us truly happy. They cannot make 
happy, becauſe they cannot make good. They may 
denominate a man to be 7:ch, or great, or honourable; 
but not to be virtuous, Nay, Seneca carrieth it a 
little further, Now modo non faciunt bonum, ſed nec 
djvitem ; They are fo farre from making a man 
20:d, thar they make him not #raly rich; becauſe 
they encreaſe defire, and riches conſiſt in conten- 
tation. Not he that hath little, but he thar deſires 
more is poor : norhe that hath much, but he that 
wants nothing is rich. Yea, and we may go further 
then Seneca ; They are ſo farre from making good, 
that they often mike evill,if they be not ſantified : 
they polleſſe the keart with vile affeRions, fill it 
full of carnall and finfull defires. Wheras there 
are foure good mothers which bring forth ill 
daughters, proſperitie is one. Truth begets hatred, 
ſecuritie danger , familiaritie contempt, proſperi- 
tie pride and forgetfulneſſe of God. In this I might : 
well make a: ſtop; but there is one degree more : 
They are lo farre from wakizg good, that they. do 
not bring good, but many evils and inconveniences. 
They bring not the good of contentment, but infi- 
nite diſtractions : they are auree compedes, i5 S. Ber- 
nard ſpeaks, fetters or manicles which entangle 
the ſoul, that it cannot attend upon better things: 
Nor the good of freedom: they do enthrall the ſoul 
to that which is worſe then it ſelf , and it cannot 
D 3 be 


(39) 
be apprehended how a thing worſe then our ſelves 
can make us happy. Laſtly, not che good of ſafere: 
for they oftentimes expoſe us to dangers, Mwltos 
ſra felicitas ftravit, as Gregorie ſpeaks. Many men 
their lives had been longer, if their riches had been 
I: : their happineſſe made them miſerable z & 
conſolationes fafe ſunt dejolationes, as S, Beinard 
again» Upon theſe grounds the Pſalmiſt had very 
good reaſon to ſequeſter them from true happi- 
neſſe, and, by this corre&ive particle, to reduce 
them tothe ſecond place,though he ſet them in the 
firſt. He knew very well that they are burdens , 
ſnares, impediments to piety , as often as furthe- 
rances. He knew them to be vain and trarfirory 
things, that we cannot thold, They make themſelves 
wings, as Solomon ſpeaks. They are onely the 
moveablcs of happineſle, Bradealis felicitas, as Se- 
NEeca ; Mud wargers, aS NaziaGzens What's that? 
S. Auſtin ſeems to tranſlate ir, ſelicitas fallax, a fa- 
bulous and perſonate felicitic : Nay, not onely fal- 
Lax, but falſe, fiirious, ſpurious, deceitfull, which 
leaves the ſoul empry when it moſt Fils it: that be- 
ing moſt true which the ſame Father adds, fe/icl- 
tas fallax, major infelicitas; & falſa felicitas , wira 
miſeria, Therefore, that 1 may ſhut up this point, 
let this betheuſe of ir, We muſt learn from hence 
to regulate our judgements according to the wil- 
| doine of the Spirit revealed in the word: And that 
Bb we may do, if we keep to Gods method, and ſer 
0h *_,, very thing in the due place, where God hath ſeat- 
40 * edit. Now the Scripture conſt:ntly doth give the 
inferiour place to theſe temporall things. If to come 
after 
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(31) 
afrer , be inferiour z it ſets them there : Seek firf 
the kingdome of God, 8c, Matth. 6. 33. If to be be- 
low, be inferiour, it placeth them rhere : Set your 
effeition on things above, &c, Colofl.3.2, Even gold 
and ſilver, the beſt of theſe things , they are ſeated 
under the feer of men, and the whole world under 
the feet of a Chriſtian , Rev. 12, r. to teach us to 
deſpiſe it. Laſtly , ifro be on the left hand , be in- 
feriour; the Scripture reckons them there too: they 
are called the bleſsings of the left hand, to teach us to 
give them the ſame place in our affc&tions. In one 
lenſe, we may put them on the right, by ufing them 
to God'sglorie : but in love and eſteem they muſt 
be on the lefc. S. Hierome illuſtrates it by this 
ſimilitude : As flax when it is on the diſtaffe, it is on 
the left hand ; but when it is ſpunne into yarn , and 
put on the ſpindle, itis on the right : ſo temporall 
things in themſelves, when firſt we receive thei, 
they are as flax on the diſtaffe , all this while on the 
left hand; but ſpinnethem forth, and uſe them to 
God's glorie, they are as yarn onthe ſpindle, tranſ- 
poſed tothe right. Thus we muſt learn to order 
them: to the right hand onely for «ſe, to the left for 
valuation. Otherwiſe, it we pervert God's order, 
and putthem on the 7g: ; it is to be feared they 
will ſct us on the left at the day of judgement : if we 
elevate them above , they will keep us below ; and 
make us come after , if we ſet them before, The 
higheſt place they can have, is to be ſeconds to pie- 
tie : here holy David placeth th:m:though he men- 
tions pietie laſt , yet he giveth it the precedence in 
this word of revocation , Yea, happie; that is - 4 
Fits 


(32) 
firſt, yea more, yea more truly happie. That ſhall ſerve 
for the firſt particular , the manner of propounding 
this truth unto us. 

The ſecond is the thing it ſelf which tranſcends, . 
in theſe words, whoſe God is the Lox D, or , who have 
the Lox b for their God, In the generall it is an ord:- 
ary , as well as tranſcendent. An ordinary , becauſe 
all partake of this priviledge. Whereupon S. Au- 
ſtin asks the queſtion, C#jns voneſt Dews 2 But S, 
Hierome reſolves it ; Natura Deus 0m1ium , volun- 
tate paucorum 5 In a communitie the God of all, 
even tothe ſparrow on the houſe top, and graſle of 
the field ; but the God of the righteous after a pe- 
culiar manner. To come to the meaning ,z we muſt 
letgo the generall , this erdo communis providenide, 
as he is Dominus omnium, the Lord of all creatures: 
this brings not happineſle along with it : God's or- 
dinary and generall providence intitles not to that 
ſupreme bleſſedneſle, which is in himſelf. The ſpe- 
ciall references are onely intended: and thoſe we 
may reduce to theſe two heads, The firſt is orap 
ſpecialis influxizs, on God's part , the reſpet of his 
being gracious to us. Then the Lord is our God, 
when he ſhews himſelf benigne and propitious, 
when he manifeſts his mercie and goodnefle in the 
wayes of grace and means of ſalvation. Ir is ſo ex- 
pounded Pſalme 65. 4. Bleſſed is the man whom thou 
chooſeſt : and Pſalme 33. 12. Bleſſed is the uation, 
whoſe Godis the Lok, and the people whom he hath 
choſen for his own inheritance. Being thus taken, it 
affords us this meditation, That there is notrue hap- 
pinefſe, but inthe favour of God , and light of his 

counte- 


A Ed an adn tr 


(32) 


countenance ; that is, in God himſelf: both becauſe 
happineſl> is onely from him, he is the onely au- 
thourofir: Non fact beatur hominem , nif} qui fecit 
hominem , --- 2ut dedit ut homines ſimus , ſolus dat 
ut beats ſimns ; He onely makes Saints who m:kes 
men : tis S, Auſtin's elegant expreſſion. Then a- 
ein, as itis onely frem God, foitis onely ## God. 
As the ſoul, ſaith Auſtin, is vita carnss ; ſo God is 
the beata vita hominis, to fully, that a man cannor 
be happy cither way , xec abſque Deo ,nec extra De- 
um : not without God, becauſe he is the Doxer; not 
out of God, becauſc he isthe zh;ng it ſelf, and all 
which belongs toit. As S. Ambroſe of the foure 
beatirudes in S, Luke compared with the eight in 
S. Matthew; 1n iſtis oo illz quatuoy ſunt ,& miſits 
quatuor illeofto: and as King Porus, when Alex- 
ander askthim how he would beuſcd, anſwer- 
ed in one word , Bz-XM##5 that is, like 4 King. 
lexander again replying , Do you defire nothing 
elſe 2 No, faith he : all things are in B=-14#s, So 
in this which we are now abour it holds munch 
more : both the foure, and the er2ht, and all bea- 
titudes, they are in God; fo that he who hath God, 
muſt needs have all things, becauſe God is all 
things, There is no notion under which we can 
couch beatirude,but we may find it in God by way 
of eminencie : if as a ſtare of joy , or glory, 
or wealth, or tranquillitie , or fecuritie, God 
is all thefe: if as a ſtare of perfeRion , ſalvarion, re- 
tribution ; God is all theſe : nor onelythe giver of 
the reward, but the rewardit ſelf ; both our benum, 
and our ſammum, A Chriſtian is never truly hap- 
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(34) 
py; till he can find himſelf and all things in God. 
The fruition of God, it is «4w9ri1@- 5& (as Pelufio- 
ta ſpeaks) the very top of the ſpire or pinacie of 
beatirude both here and in heaven. 1» hoe uno ſum- 
mitas beatitadinis eliquatar to uſe Tertullians words, 
Werea man in paradiſe, were he in heaven ir ſelf, 
and had not God ; he coula not be happy. Were 
he on Job's dunghill, in Daniels den, in the b<lly 
of hell with Jonzh, nay in the infernall hell wil; 
Dives, and yet had God ; he could not be miſera- 
ble: for heaven is whereſoever God is, becauſe his 
influxive prefence maketh heaven. That's the 0740 
influxiis | mentioned, for which he is ſaid to be our 
God, Beſides this, there is ordo Divini cults, on 
our part, The reſpec of our being ſerviceable to 
him :when we love him, and fear him, and honour 
him, and adhere unto þim as we ought. To all 
theſe there is blefſedacſle pronounced in ſeverall 
Pſalmes: to thoſe that fear him , Pal. 128, 1. to 
thoſe that keep his teſtimonies, Pſal. 119. 2. to thoſe 
that #7uſt in him, Pſal.$4.12, If wetake it thus, the 
point is this in ſumme, There is no true happineſle, 
but in the worſhip and ſervice of God: Felices ſunt 
qui Des vivunt, that's S, Bernards: Servire Deo. eſt 
7eenare, that's S. Ambroſe his expreflion: As 
much as this, The godly man is onely the true 
happy man. Yet we muſt underſtand it aright: 
It is not to ſerve him onely in outward profeſ- 
ſion, which either makes us his, or him ours. 
There are many who pretend to ferve him, who 
cannot challenge this intereſt: for they ſerve 


him but with their /zps ; in a&F,themſelves and their 
own 
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own pleaſures: in this both hypocrites and idola- 
ters , that under the ſhew of one God ſet up many 
to themſelves. The Epicure he makes his belly his 
God , the laſcivious man his luft, the voluptuous 
man his pleaſure, che fatious man his humour ,the 
covetons man his mammon. I name this laſt. It 
is the obſervation of S. Auſtin , in his 7 book 
DeCswitate Des, and of Lactantiusin his ſecond De 
Origine Erraris, That averice gives l:ws to rolj21- 
un, whil { generally ſab obtentus Numinis cupid;tas 
colitur. Yea, and S. Paul expreſſeth it more pun- 
Qually, That covetonſneſbe is idolatry, Col: 3.5. And 
the covetous man an idolater, Ephel.5.5. For he doth 
the ſame to his gold, that the heathen did to their 
idoles : he makes his gold his God ; his God , be- 
cauſe his joy, and his care, and his confidence : 
Thoſe pictures he worſhips , though otherwiſe he 
abhorres idoles ; to theſe he offers his ſervice , he 
gives them his heart , he extols them , aſcribes unto 
them the glory of his h:ppineſſe: Theſe are thy 
gods, O Iſrael, which brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt: this money got thee ſuch a preferment, 
procured ſuch a deliverance, prevailed in ſuch a 
ſaite. Irs the ſecret idolatrie which runnes through 
the world. But ſuch men as theſe , they are as farre 
from God as from his ſervice, and as farre from 
happineſfle as from God. Whoſoever will make 
ſure of the Lord to be his God, he muſt put the 
idoles out of his heart , he muſt go out of himlclf, 
he muſt not willingly harbour any {in22. Sinne ſe- 
parates from God , excludes from happinefle, cuts 
off both priviledges, of God's being ours, and our 
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(36) 
being Goe's, Yet there is one thing more; with 
which I will conclude: Sinceit is ſo, that happi- 
nefle is ſeated in theſe mutuall intercurrences , of 
calling the Lord our God, and our ſelves his people; 
"and ſeeing religion is the Fizculum unionis, which 
makes theſe mutuall intereſts intercurrent, and cou- 
ples them together ; it follows as the upſhor of all, 
That the chicf and choiceſt part of Nationall hap- 
pincfle conſiſts in the puritic of God's worſhip, in 
the enjoying of God's ordinances, in the free paf- 
ſage of the Goſpel; that is , in the truth and integri- 
tie of religion. In this alone there are all ſweets, 
all beauties , all bliſſes, all glories. Ir is as the ark of 
God to Iſracl , and as the golden candleſtick to the 
Churches, the elevating principle which advanceth 
a Chriſtian Nation above the heathen , and the re- 
formed Churches above other Chriſtian Nations, 
and this land in which we live (I may fay withour 
arrogancie}aboveall. There is no Nation in the 
world , which hath had the condition of religion 
_ ſopureand proſperous, as we, for almoſt theſe 
hundred yeares. It's true , if God calls us to ac- 
count, we cannot ſay that we have anſwered our op- 
portunities: we find not wherein to boaſt of our 
righteouſneſle; for vve are a finfull people, vvhoſe 
lives(for the moſt part of us) are as much yvorſe,as 
our means and profeſſions better then in other pla. 
ces. It is true alſo, that of later yeares the love of 
religion in moſt hath grovvn cold , and the puritie 
by ſome hath been ſtained and corrupted: and I 
vvill not novv diſcuſſe vvhere the fault hath been; 
the rather,becauſc it is every mans endeayour to re- 
move 


(37) 
move it from himſelf, Onely I will adds thus 
much , That whereſoever the fault is, there is no 
man hath ſhewed himſelf more forward to refarm 
itthen the King himſelf. But Princes cannot al- 
wayes attain theirends according to their liking, 
becauſe they ſee with other eyes, and execute with 
other handsthen their own, And if we ſhould caſt 
the faults of men upon authorities, we ſhould do 
_ wrong (I fear) to thoſe who do not deſerve it: for 
evea this very yeare, notwithſtanding the reforma- 
tion of corruptions hath been with ſo much zeal 
and diligence endeavoured, yet the end is nor at- 
rained: Nay, in ſome reſpects, itis fo farre ſet back 
that, to my underſtanding , the ſtate of religion 
hath never been worſe fince the firſt reformation, 
then this preſent yeare: in reſpe&, firſt, of the 
greatneſſe of our diſtractions, which have di- 
vided us all one from another : then , of the multi- 
tude of ſets and ſeRtaries which cry indeed , as 
the Jews before them, Templum Domini , but with 
a worſe addition , ut Templum Domini diruatur. 
Laſtly ,in reſpe& of the many diſhonours done to 
the ſervice of God, with ſo much ſcorn and ſcan- 
dall to religion, that in forein parts they queſtion, 
whether all this time we had any. No doubt all 
this is come upon us for our finnes: ler us remave 
them, and then Gad will bleſTe our ſtudie of refor- 
mation. Bur yet in the mean time let us remember 
that meſſage, which the 200d Biſhop ſent to Epi- 
phanius, Domine , ſol ad ozcaſum deſceniit, Our 
ſun-ſhine is but yet declining ; it may come to ſer, 
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religion , which God hath beſtowed upon 'us, Let 
us learn to regard it more, to love it betrer,to bleſſe 
God for it, and for his government who upholds it: 
a Prince ſo devout and religious in hx own perſon, 
that ifall were like him, we ſhould have a King- 
dome of Saints.In this reſpe<Q, w2 may ufe Velleius 
his words of his Majeſtie, C47 ſit imzperio Maximns, 
exemplo Major eff : The luſtre cf hispierte ſurpaſ. 
{eth the luſtre of his empire, If therefore that of 
Syneſius be true , That men generally affc& to 
write after the copies which are {et by their Prin- 
ces; it behoves us all , both ro take out the /eſſor, 
and to bleſſe God for the copic. And moreover, as 
this day puts us in mind , ler us all ſend up our moſt 
affe&ionate prayers , that his Throne may be eſta- 
bliſhed by Righteouſneſte , his Crown exalted 
with Honeur , his Scepter be for power like Moſes 
rod , for flouriſhing like Aaron's ; that his happy 
reigne may in 41zsſelf outlive us all,and in his poſte» 
vitie be perpetuated to all generations $ thar ſuc- 
ceeding ages may confeſle , Surely God hath been fa- 
wourable unto this land , and hath not dealt ſo with any 
Nation. O how happy are the people that are in ſuch 
acaſe! Tea, how happy are the people which have th: 
Lord for their God ! 


